
It’s technology straight out of science fiction. 
What if, using only a small sample of DNA (from a bit 

of saliva, say, or even just a fingerprint), we could create a 
composite sketch of a human being—accurate down to the color 
of their eyes and hair? 

That’s exactly what Parabon NanoLabs, a tech company based 
out of Reston, Virginia, has managed to do. With help from 
the Department of Defense (DoD) Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR) program, and critical follow-on support from 
the Defense Rapid Innovation Fund (RIF), the company has 
developed its Snapshot DNA analysis program, a cutting-edge 
forensic tool that delivers phenotype (i.e., trait) and extended 
kinship predictions for law enforcement and military agencies. 

With SBIR and RIF funding, company builds machine learning 
program to sketch composites from DNA samples
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